
Investigating History: Personal Writings

AUTHOR 
Who wrote it? 

TIME
When did they write it?

AUDIENCE
Who were they writing to?

PURPOSE
Why did they write it?

Diaries, letters, and journals offer a deeper, more personal perspective on
history. By reading and analyzing personal writings, we can learn more about
how people felt, what they experienced, and what was important to them. 



CREDIBILITY
Is the author reliable?

MESSAGE
What did they include?

PRESERVATION
Why was it kept/published?

CURIOSITY
What questions does it raise?


